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Welcome to The Digital University: MOOCs and the Humanities Conference. 
 
Over the last few years, there has been intense interest in the possibilities and 
pitfalls provided by the advent of the Massive Open Online Course (MOOC). This so-
called 'MOOC hysteria' has sparked debates about openness in a Higher Education 
setting, raised questions about MOOCs as a potentially 'disruptive force', highlighted 
fears about outsourcing teaching and provoked discussion about the power of 
'connectivist' pedagogies and big data. In short, MOOCs have polarised opinion. 
  
Within this context, the conference aims to explore the relationship between MOOCs 
and the Humanities in order to better understand the idea of the digital University in 
the twenty-first century.  
 
Bringing together academics, senior management, CEOs, regulators and policy 
makers, the conference will focus on four key areas – MOOC Experiences, MOOC 
Research, MOOC Policies and MOOC Business models. 
 
In particular, the conference aims to engage with the following topic areas: 
 

 learning analytics – data mining and big data 

 pedagogical research – cMOOC, xMOOC, SPOC and hybrid forms 

 good practice – content, community, the flipped classroom 

 administration – registration, drop-out rates, institutional costs 

 partnerships and alliances – national & international context, brand identity 

 credit – regulatory frameworks, validation, delivery and award 

 learning experiences – student expectations and motivations 

 internationalisation – open access, barriers to learning, global campus 

 business models – scalability, training, outsourcing, fees, investment 

 technology – platforms, information systems, mobile technology 
 
 
We hope that you have a productive day. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ben or one of the 
conference team. 
 
 
Email: Moocs-Humanities@edgehill.ac.uk 
Website: moocsconference@wordpress.com  
Twitter: @HumMOOCs 
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The Digital University: MOOCs and the Humanities 
15 May 2014 
Edge Hill University, UK 

 
Programme 

 
9.15-9.50 Registration 

9.50-10.00 Welcome 

10.00-10.40 Dr Stephen Jackson (Director of Reviews, UK Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education) 

10.40-11.20 Dr Sian Bayne (Associate Dean, Digital Scholarship, University of Edinburgh) 

11.20-11.35 Tea/Coffee Break 

11.35-12.35 Ricardo Ferreira (Policy Officer, Education & Culture, European Commission) 
David Willetts (UK Minister for Universities and Science) 

12.35-13.15 Lunch 

13.15-13.55 Hannes Klöpper (Managing Director, iversity) 

13.55-14.00 Break 

14.00-15.00 Professor Neil Morris (Director of Digital Learning, University of Leeds) 
Peter Bryant (Head of Learning Technology, London School of Economics) 
Dr Ben Brabon (Reader in English Literature & Digital Education, Edge Hill) & 
Peter Alston (Lecturer in Learning Technology, University of Liverpool) 

15.00-15.15 Afternoon Tea 

15.15-15.55 Professor Russell Beale (FutureLearn) 

15.55-16.00 Break 

16.00-17.00 David Kernohan (Programme Manager, e-learning, JISC) 
Saint John Walker (Head of Development, UK Creative Skillset) 
Carl Dawson (Managing Director, proversity) 

17.00-17.15 Tea/Coffee Break 

17.15-17.55 Professor Andrew Ng (Co-founder, Coursera) 

17.55-18.05 Closing remarks 
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Keynote Speakers 

Rt. Hon. David Willetts (UK Minister for Universities and Science) 

David Willetts is a British Conservative Party politician and the Minister for 

Universities and Science. He has been MP for Havant since 1992 and previously 

worked at HM Treasury and the Number 10 Policy Unit. He served as Paymaster 

General in the last Conservative Government. Willetts has written widely on 

economic and social policy, and is a council member of the Institute for Fiscal 

Studies. His book The Pinch: How the Baby Boomers Took Their Children’s Future – 

And Why They Should Give It Back was published in 2010. 

 

Dr Stephen Jackson (Director of Reviews, UK Quality Assurance Agency for 

Higher Education) 

Stephen Jackson is Director of Reviews within QAA, with overall responsibility for the 

management and delivery of review activity. This includes universities and other 

higher education providers, the review of higher education in further education 

colleges and the review of private higher education colleges. 

He joined QAA in October 2002 from Liverpool John Moores University, where he 

was Director for Partnerships and Widening Participation. Previously, Stephen held 

the post of Assistant Provost with responsibility for learning and teaching. He taught 

Human Geography for many years at the City of Liverpool College of Higher 

Education and at Liverpool Polytechnic. Before joining QAA, Stephen worked for 

both the Higher Education Quality Committee and QAA as an auditor and review 

coordinator. 

 

Professor Andrew Ng (Co-founder of Coursera) 

Andrew Ng is a Co-founder of Coursera, and a Computer Science faculty member at 

Stanford.  In 2011, he led the development of Stanford University’s main MOOC 

(Massive Open Online Courses) platform, and also taught an online Machine 

Learning class that was offered to over 100,000 students, leading to the founding of 

Coursera.  Ng’s goal is to give everyone in the world access to a high quality 

education, for free.  Today, Coursera partners with top universities to offer high 

quality, free online courses.  With over 100 partners, over 500 courses, and 5 million 

students, Coursera is the largest MOOC platform in the world.  Recent awards 

include being named to the Time 100 list of the most influential people in the world; 

to the CNN 10: Thinkers list; Fortune 40 under 40; and being named by Business 

Insider as one of the top 10 professors across Stanford University.  Outside online 

education, Ng’s research work is in machine learning; he is also the Director of the 

Stanford Artificial Intelligence Lab. 
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Dr Sian Bayne (Associate Dean, Digital Scholarship, University of Edinburgh) 

Sian Bayne is Associate Dean (Digital Scholarship) in the College of Humanities and 

Social Science at the University of Edinburgh. She teaches on the Edinburgh MSc in 

Digital Education, and is a member of the academic team running the ‘E-learning 

and digital cultures’ MOOC through Coursera. Her research is focused on the many 

ways in which the digital changes and challenges education, with a focus on 

distance education, higher education, MOOCs and museum learning. 

 

Professor Russell Beale (FutureLearn) 

Russell is a Professor of Human-Computer Interaction at the University of 

Birmingham. As the ‘Critical Friend’ to FutureLearn, he guides the development of 

the site from the dual perspectives of learning design and user experience. On the 

academic side, he helps to devise new pedagogies that are suitable for massive 

open online courses (moocs), and solves issues that arise around the learning 

design. Russell also works closely with the website’s design team to make sure 

learners get the best possible experience from FutureLearn.com, ensuring that their 

needs are central to its development.   


